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MINUTES

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

Thursday, April 8, 2010, 7:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m.

Washburn Institute of Technology Conference Center AB

5724 SW Huntoon St., Topeka, Kansas

Purpose of Meeting:  Presentation and endorsement of NOTO Arts District, presentation and discussion on Coming Out of the Recession=Opportunity, review purpose and role of vision structure, announce updates on various projects and upcoming events, and set next meeting.
Attendees:  Dr. Jerry Farley (Co-chair), Bill Moore (Co-chair), Anita Wolgast, Mayor Bill Bunten, Barry Feaker, Bryon Schlosser, Carol Wheeler,  Doug Sterbenz, Garry Cushinberry, Jim Parrish, John Hunter, Norton Bonaparte, Tom Ellis, Tomari Quinn, Roger Viola, Ben Tenpenny, Fred Patton, Patrick Woods, Doug Kinsinger, Sally Zellers, Marsha Sheahan, William Beteta and Janel Logan. Guests:  Eileen Caspers (Washburn Institute of Technology), Dan Schultz (Premier Recruiting) and Steve Jenkins (GO Topeka).

Dr. Jerry Farley welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Marsha Sheahan moved, Barry Feaker seconding, that minutes from the March 12, 2010 meeting be accepted. The motion carried. 

Bill Moore introduced John Hunter and Anita Wolgast, co-chairs of the Quality of Life Foundation and organizers of the North Topeka Arts District (NOTO). Hunter spoke about the vision and mission of the project and the immense support they have received from not only North Topeka, but the community at large. Hunter mentioned the numerous volunteers who are helping with aspects of the project and the supporters. Wolgast introduced the marketing campaign for the project and gave the committee a sneak peek of the new website notoartsdistrict.com. Fred Patton from the North Topeka Business Alliance announced their support of the project. 

Norton Bonaparte moved, Patrick Woods seconding, that the NOTO Arts District receive full endorsement from Heartland Visioning. The motion carried. 
William Beteta introduced Steve Jenkins, Executive Vice President of GO Topeka, as our guest speaker. Jenkins presented on Coming Out of the Great Recession Equals Opportunity. Jenkins opened the floor to questions and a lengthy discussion followed. 
Doug Kinsinger announced that Topeka will be recognized by the Kiplinger Report as one of the top 10 best cities. 

William Beteta gave an overview of the purpose and role of the visioning structure. The members were asked to provide any comments or thoughts before the Joint Foundation Team Meeting on April 29, 2010 from 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom of the Topeka Ramada. 

Bill Moore asked if any Foundation Teams had updates. There were no updates presented. 
William Beteta reviewed updates from the office. Beteta explained that letters were sent to our mass mailing list and to our Vision Partners. Beteta explained the purpose of the Coffee Sessions and the expectations. Beteta also announced the Joint Foundation Team Meeting on April 29 and The Conversation Continues event on the April 15. 

The next meeting was set for Friday, May 14, 2010 at the Washburn Institute of Technology Conference Center AB from 7:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. The meeting was later moved to Thursday, May 13, the same location and time, due to a scheduling conflict with an event at Washburn Institute of Technology. 

Meeting adjourned. 
